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Durham, New Bampshire, in 1825 


By Puitre M. Marston 


Assistant Professor of History, University of New Hampshire 


URHAM, New Hampshire, on 
the Oyster River, or, as it was 
known to the Indians, the Shank- 

hassick or “river of the wild goose,” was 
one of the earliest settlements in the state. 
Originally, in the grant to the Hiltons in 
1623, it was part of Dover but became a 
separate parish in 1665 when it was 
known as the Oyster River Plantation. 
Settlers came from places other than 
Dover, among them Darby Field, one of 
the signers of the Exeter Combination, 
and sponsored by the Reverend John 
Wheelwright. Field is credited with being 
the first white man to climb Mount 
Washington, having performed that feat 
in 1642. 

The name Durham was suggested by 
its minister, the Reverend Hugh Adams, 
when it was made a separate town, on 
May 15, 1732. As was the case with so 
many New England towns, Durham 


suffered from Indian raids, especially 
from 1675 to 1720. The most serious 
raid occurred on July 18, 1694, when 


three garrisons and thirteen dwellings 
were burned, forty-nine persons slain and 
ninety-four taken captive. Cotton Math- 
er was so impressed with this Indian raid 
that he described it in Article XX of his 
Decennium Luctuosum under the title of 
“Bloody Fishing at Oyster River.” 

Men from Durham took part in the 
four French and Indian wars, but those 
who participated in the American Revo- 
lution are best known. When Portsmouth 
was warned by Paul Revere that British 
troops were to be sent to reenforce Fort 
William and Mary to protect the gun- 
powder and military stores there, the 
fort was seized on December 14, 1774, 
by some four hundred patriots. The fol- 
lowing night John Sullivan of Durham, 
with a number of his fellow citizens, went 
down the river to Portsmouth and 
brought back powder, small arms and 
cannon, which were later used at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill. The distinguished 
career of General John Sullivan 1s fa- 
miliar to students of the American Revo- 
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fap showing DBurbam, New Hampshire, and surrounding towns 


lution but less is known of one of his law 
students, Alexander Scammel, who also 
became a general and was a special aide to 
Washington, in which capacity he crossed 
the Delaware in the same boat as his 
Commander, and is thus depicted in the 
well-known painting by Emanuel Leutze. 

Following the Revolution the people 
of Durham expected to prosper because 


of the town’s shipbuilding and maritime 
activities, and also because it was on the 
first New Hampshire turnpike, which was 
built in 1796 from the western end of the 
Piscataqua bridge to Concord, thus con- 
necting Portsmouth, the chief seaport of 
the state, with the future capital. “‘Timo- 
thy Dwight, in his Travels in Ameria, 
considered the Piscataqua bridge the 























Durham, New Hampshire, in 1825 
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The Walentine Hill-George Ffrost House 


= 
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Durham, New Hampshire 


THIS HOUSE WAS BUILT BY VALENTINE HILL OF BOSTON IN 1649; IT WAS ACQUIRED BY GEORGE 
FFROST IN 1800 AND HAS REMAINED IN THE POSSESSION OF HIS DESCENDANTS EVER SINCE, 


greatest engineering marvel in America, 
and it was over the first New Hampshire 
turnpike that Lafayette rode in 1825 
when he visited Durham. The expecta- 
tions of prosperity were not fully realized 
and the building of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad, which was completed to Dover 
in 1841, resulted in the center of the 
town shifting westward. The stage from 
Dover to Boston was discontinued that 
year. 

In 1825 Durham exhibited the charac- 
teristics of a minor seaport, with much of 
the flavor of the Colonial period, but 
there was a great change after the build- 
ing of the railroad and the development 
of industry in the neighboring towns. 

The accompanying illustration 1s from 
a colored pen and ink sketch made by Mr. 
Stuart Travis, a New York City artist, 





based on the research of Mr. James C. 
Sawyer who, with his wife, Mary Pep- 
perrell Frost Sawyer, lives in the residence 
shown at the top of the hill. ‘This house, 
erected in 1649 by Valentine Hill of 
Boston, came into the possession of the 
Ffrost* family in 1800 and has been 
owned by some member of that family 
ever since. George F frost, who purchased 
the property, was the son of George 
frost, who represented New Hampshire 
in the Second Continental Congress. 

The illustration is an accurate restora- 
tion of the life and activities at the Land- 
ing in Durham one hundred and nine- 
teen years ago. Ihe stage coach trans- 
ported passengers and mail from Dover 
to Boston, and many river craft, such as 

* This name was originally spelled Ffrost, 
but one f was later dropped. 
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Wiew of Ovster River 


FROM A PHOTOGRAPH MADE ABOUT 1895 


the gundalow shown in the middle of the 
river, and many small vessels, brought 
freight to and from Portsmouth and other 
ports. Ihe post office was in the old 
F'frost warehouse at the bridge, and be- 
low it were the F frost, Thompson, Smith 
and Odell stores. To the right of the 
F frost homestead are shown the Durham 
Academy and the Baptist Church, both 
now gone. Above the bridge, on either 
side of the dam, are the grist mill at the 
left, which still stands although no longer 
used, and at the right the Runlett saw 
mill. The blacksmith shop on the slope 


beyond has disappeared as have the other 
buildings, with the exception of the F frost 
and Yeaton houses. The shipbuilding 
yards were auctioned at the annual town 
meetings until nearly the end of the nine- 
teenth century although shipbuilding 
ceased after 1845. General Sullivan’s 
house, on the opposite side of the river, is 
now owned and occupied by Mrs. Lynde 
Sullivan, whose late husband was a direct 
descendant of the General’s brother, Gov- 
ernor James Sullivan of Massachusetts. It 
was from the Sullivan wharf that this il- 
lustration was made. 
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Che Davis-Smith- Ffrost Garrison House 
Lubberland Road, Newmarket, New Hampshire 








FROM A STEREOGRAPHIC VIEW MADE ABOUT 1875 


HIS was one of the most inter- 
esting and sturdy of the New 
Hampshire garrison houses. It 
was of the second-story overhang type, 
solidly built of hewn logs in 1695 by 
David Davis. In the following year Davis 
was killed by the Indians. It was then ac- 
quired by Captain John Smith and later 
deeded by him to his son Deacon Eben- 
ezer Smith. Ebenezer died in 1764 and 
that same year his widow married George 
F frost, who thus became the owner, and 
it was from this garrison house that 
George F frost went to the Continental 
Congress in the years 1777, 1778 and 
1779, making the trip on horseback. 
This garrison house was unfortunately 
demolished in 1880 and New Hampshire 


lost an outstanding landmark, for it was 
in excellent condition structurally and 
could have remained an interesting build- 
ing well worth preserving for many gen- 
erations to come. 

The site of this garrison house has been 
attributed to three different towns — first 
to Dover, second to Durham when in 
17 32 that town was set apart from Dover, 
and third to Newmarket, just across the 
Durham line. Newmarket was formerly 
part of Exeter until it was made a separate 
parish on December 15, 1727, although 
it did not have a grant of town privileges 
until August 15, 1737. What was part of 
ancient Dover is now included in New- 
market. 


Photograph by Frank O. Spinne> 


Portrait of Br. James TA. Cowan (1814-1848) 
of Dover, New Hampshire 


GRANDFATHER OF MR, JAMES C, SAWYER OF DURHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE, THI 
OWNER, DR. COWAN DIED JULY 22, 1848, AND A RECEIPTED BILL FROM 
EXISTS, DATED NOVEMBER 30, 13845, IN WHICH HI 
IT IS POSSIBLY ONE OF THE POSTHUMOUS 
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ITEMIZED THIS PORTRAIT 
PORTRAITS GOOKIN ADVERTISED 1 
CAPABLE OF PAINTING. 
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CHilliam HS. Gookin, Portrait Painter 
of Dover, New Hampshire 





By FRANK QO. SPINNEY 


AMILIAR to the student of nine- 
teenth-century American portrait- 
ure is the figure of the itinerant 
limner, tracing his meandering course 
through the countryside. From village to 
village and from farm to farm he went, 
wherever there was the hope of a few dol- 
lars or a few days’ board and lodging in 
exchange for his rude efforts to capture 
the likenesses of his subjects. Well known 
too are the success stories of those with 
studios in the larger cities. An artist who 
became the vogue in Boston or New York 
or Philadelphia would find his rooms 
crowded with wealthy sitters from morn- 
ing till night — while the fashion lasted. 
The people of the towns also possessed 
a desire for immortality. hus there ex- 
isted a group of painters, less well known 
to-day, neither rural itinerants nor fash- 
ionable society artists, who plied their trade 
—for such it was—in the smaller urban 
centers. The local gentry of a minor sea- 
port or developing factory town provided 
the clientele which enabled a painter of 
this sort to make a living, and to make it 
over a period of years in the same place. 
Such an artist was William Stoodley 
Gookin of Dover, New Hampshire. For 
thirty-five years at least, in the middle 
eighteen hundreds, and possibly longer, he 
was able, through his painting and related 
activities, to maintain himself in this small 
New England industrial town. The fact 
that Dover hada population of only five to 
eight thousand (a large proportion of 
them mill-hands) is an index, perhaps, of 


the art-consciousness of the era. 

Gookin was born in 1799, presumably 
in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, for he 
was baptized there in St. John’s Church 





on November 9g, 1800, at the age of one 
year. He was the sixth child of Captain 
Nathaniel Gookin, the fourth Nathaniel 


In a succession reaching back through a 
series of Reverend Nathaniel Gookins to 


Major General Daniel Gookin of Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, who died in 1686 
7 at the age of seventy-five. William 
Gookin was four years old when his father 
died. What happened to the widow Eliza- 
beth, Nathaniel’s second wife, and the 
other children, or to William during his 
boyhood, is obscure. There were other 
Gookins in Portsmouth and in Hampton, 
further down the coast, where the boy’s 
grandfather and great-grandfather had 
been pastors. Perhaps they aided the fam- 
ily. 

How and when young William became 
aware of his talent, how his desire to be a 
painter developed, what instruction and 
training he received, is all unknown. 
Portsmouth, an ancient town, wealthy 
from its position as the chief harbor of the 
state, had money to spend on fine houses, 
massive plate, furniture, and portraits. 
Among other artists Samuel F. B. Morse, 
in his roving days as a painter, found it 
profitable to execute commissions in 
Portsmouth. Doubtless there were many 
others who discovered that the merchants 
and seafaring aristocracy, their coffers 
bulging with the profits of trade and pri- 
vateering, were not loathe to have them- 
selves preserved in oil. Possibly from some 
source such as this came the inspiration 
and occasional lesson that started Gookin 
on his career. 

By the time Gookin had reached the 
age when he must consider his means of 
livelihood Portsmouth was commencing 
61 
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Photograph by Frank O. Spinney 


Landscape painted by William S. Gookin circa 1840 


PANEL OF CANVAS ON WOODEN FRAME SHAPED TO FIT THE OPENING OF A FIREPLACE IN THI 
WADLEIGH HOUSE, DOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE, PAINTING NOW OWNED BY 
MR. JAMES C. SAWYER OF DURHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


its decline. Fewer ships came then to its 
wharves, for Boston, Salem, and other 
places had seized and held much of its 
former traffic. But back from the coast, 
where the rivers dropped in falls on their 
way to the sea, manufacturing centers had 
begun to develop. Capital built large fac- 
tories and employed hundreds of workers 
for the textile mills that sprang up on these 
waterpower sites. Dover, ten miles inland 
from Portsmouth, was such a town. The 
new wealth derived from industry might 
patronize and support an artist. 
Whatever speculation may provide for 
the early history of Gookin, fact begins 
with the Dover Directory for 1837. There 


one finds the first listing of the artist. 
“Wm. $. Gookin organist Unitarian 
Church & portrait painter over county 
clerks office bds at N. H. hotel” is the 
entry. Evidently the demand at this time 
for his art was not great enough to pre- 
clude a part-time musical career — no 
doubt a welcome source of income to sup- 
plement the spasmodic tricklings from his 
painting. Residence at the New Hamp- 
shire Hotel marks the aspiring painter as a 
man of sobriety. ‘The proprietress, Mrs. 
Sophia Hayes Wyatt, made the establish- 
ment “a strict temperance house”’ in 1835. 
“Some of our customers stood by us,” she 
reported in her volume of reminiscences 
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published in 1854, “but a larger propor- 
tion turned away.” The era of the Bo- 
hemian artist had not yet arrived. Re- 
spectability was the note to strike if 
Gookin hoped to portray the stern fea- 
tures of the “best people.”’ 

By 1843 — when the next issue of the 
irregularly published directory appeared 
—the artist had evidently attracted 
enough custom to enable him to devote his 
full time to painting. He is no longer list- 
ed as organist in the church. He has moved 
his studio to more suitable and centrally 
located rooms in Cocheco Block, a busi- 
ness structure of shops and offices. The 
New Hampshire Hotel still has him on 
the register as a boarder, but not for long. 
Dover was not able to support such a 
radical reform as having what Mrs.Wyatt 
proudly described as “‘the first temperance 
hotel, it will be safe to say, that was estab- 
lished in New England.” Soon she had to 
abandon the project. She left Dover to 
try the experiment elsewhere. By 1846 
Gookin had carried his personal belong- 
ings across the street and was boarding in 
the Pendexter house nearly opposite. 

His residence in this private home was 
of indeterminate length. The directory 
for 1848 does not list him at all —an 
oversight without doubt —and its next 
publication did not take place until 1865. 
That he was active in 1848 and later, 
however, 1S amply attested by a series of 
notices he placed 1 in the Dover Gazette and 
Strafford A dvertiser beginning in the Janu- 
ary thirtieth issue of 1847 and running 
through the middle of March. 


REMOVAL 
PORTRAIT PAINTING 
WILLIAM S$. GOOKIN 
Has taken Rooms in Tetherly’s Block, Cen- 
tral Square, where he continues his business of 
Portrait, Landscape, and Fancy Painting. 
Also Copy Paintings, of every description. 


He has connected with his Portrait Painting, 
the taking of Daguerreotype Miniatures, hav- 
ing fitted up Rooms for that purpose. He will 
attend to any calls in the Daguerrean Depart- 
ment, with the exception of taking Daguerreo- 
type Miniatures of Deceased persons; that no 
one can do, and give satisfaction to the friends 
of the deceased person. His method of taking 
Portraits of deceased persons, and his success in 
getting good Likenesses, is well known to the 
public. 

His Rooms are Open at all hours for visitors. 


Dover, Jan. 30, «847. 


The decade from 1840 to 1850 prob- 
ably saw Gookin at the peak of his activity 
as a painter. The old-style portraits of 
Mrs. William Hale and her daughter 
Lydia date from the very beginning of 
this period. They have the stiff, flat qual- 
ity of the old- fashioned iadion panels on 
which they were painted. The fireplace 
closure, curved to fit the opening in 
George Wadleigh’s new mansion on 
Summer Street is an example of what 
Gookin advertised as “Fancy Painting.” 
The two landscapes, still hanging in the 
Pendexter house on Hanson Street, where 
the artist lived after the demise of the New 
Hampshire Hotel, were probably done 
during the period of his residence there. 
‘Toward the end of the decade came the 
imposing portrait of Dr. Cowan and the 
smaller one of his son. Early in the 1850’s 
Gookin painted the Smith family trio — 
the last of the pictures found in the course 
of this study. 

Gookin had early understood the threat 
that the invention of a cheap mechanical 
process of taking likenesses offered him. 
Instead of futilely combatting the compe- 
tition of the daguerreotype he wisely 
adapted himself to this technological inva- 
sion of his sphere. Very likely more and 
more of his business was in this field, al- 
though he might from time to time an- 
swer a call for a portrait from those who 
insisted on the traditional and who could 
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Photograph by Frank O. Spinney 


Portrait of Mary E. Smith 


(1831-1926), WIFE OF JOSEPH SMITH OF DUR- 
HAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE. PAINTED BY WILLIAM 


S. GOOKIN IN 1853. NOW OWNED BY MRS. FRED- 
ERICK W. EMERY OF DOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


afford what the masses of textile workers 
could not pay for. 

As his advertisement indicates, post- 
humous portraiture was his specialty. Fre- 
quently he must have been summoned 
along with the undertaker. When Dr. 
Cowan died in July, 1848, the artist was 
commissioned to do his portrait. The bill 
to the widow includes an item of $2.00 
for “horse hire” and $7.00 for “time in 
going” out the long Dover Point road to 
the doctor’s house. While the artist was 
there, he painted the son as well. His de- 
tailed account lists this smaller portrait at 
$10.00. The picture of the doctor com- 
manded a fee of $40.00 and $15.00 for 
the frame. The parents of Hannah Cush- 
ing were more forehanded. When they 
realized that the child lay on her death- 
bed, the artist was brought to the house to 
see the infant while she was still alive. The 
mother laid out the child’s finest garments 





Photograph by Frank O. Spinney 
Portrait of Jda Hortense Smith 


(1852-1853 ),DAUGHTER OF JOSEPH AND MARY 
E. SMITH, PAINTED IN 1853, AND POSSIBLY ONE 


OF THE POSTHUMOUS PORTRAITS GOOKIN AD- 

VERTISED HIMSELF CAPABLE OF PAINTING, 

NOW OWNED BY MRS. FREDERICK W, EMERY OF 
DOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


ona bed. They whistled for the dog. With 
these elements in mind Gookin returned 
to his studio and produced a portrait of the 
child standing against a conventionalized 
forest background, clad in her best dress, 
with her dog at her feet. 

Undoubtedly, however, his livelihood 
depended more and more on attracting 
custom to his Daguerreotype Rooms. In 
1865, and for the last time in 1869, the 
directory lists him as an “artist,’”’ but the 
term was by then generously applied. ‘The 
photographer who posed a bridal couple 
against an elegant canvas backdrop and 
fastened the clamps in back of their heads 
for the agonizing eighteen-minute ex- 
posure was an artist too. 

Gookin was by 1869 an eiderly man. 
From the brief impersonal recordings of 
his existence that survive it is difficult to 
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capture any sense of his personality. 
Throughout his thirty-five years in Dover 
he formed few ties. A search of state and 
town records reveals no marriage, no 
property owned, no mention of any kind. 
The final listing of his existence occurs in 
1872 when the Dover Directory of that 
year puts him down simply as “William 5S. 
Gookin house Factory block.” A ‘photo- 
graph of this era remains which shows 
him as a worn old man wearing heavy 
dark spectacles; and an elderly lady of 
Dover even now recalls that as a little 
girl she saw a blind man being led into 
church one Sunday, who was pointed out 
to her in a whisper as ““Gookin the artist.” 
Thus he slips finally from sight. Where 
he went, when he died, is unknown. The 
vital statistics of the state and the probate 
court records of Strafford and Rocking- 
ham Counties (which cover this section 
of New Hampshire ) contain no record of 
his death or administration of his estate. 

The following list of Gookin paintings 
is by no means complete. It represents 
what must be only a fraction of the paint- 
er’s output through the many years of his 
activity in Dover. The writer of this 
article would welcome information about 
other pictures attributed to Gookin. 


PAINTINGS BY WILLIAM S. GOoKIN 


(Study of Gookin pictures logically begins with 
the portraits of Dr. Cowan and his son. These 
are in the possession of the doctor’s grandson 
and are documented by the original bill pre- 
sented by the artist. Since Gookin did not afhx 
his signature to his work, location and attribu- 
tion is at best a tentative process. ) 


1. Subject: Dr. James Wellington Cowan, of 
Dover, New Hampshire. Dr. Cowan lived on 
the Dover Point road some distance out of town. 
He was born June 23, 1814, married October 
5, 1837 Elizabeth Hodgdon (born October 15, 
1819, in Dover), died July 22, 1848. They 


had one son, James Fiske Cowan, born July 9, 
1842 (or 1844), died October 27, 1850. 

Date: July, 1848, in Dover, New Hampshire. 
Description: Oil on canvas, 33% x 41, ur- 
signed. 


Owner: James C. Sawyer. 


2. Subject: James Fiske Cowan, son of Dr. 
Cowan. 

Date: July, 1848, in Dover. 
Description: Oil on canvas, 26% x 22} 
signed, 


Owner: James C. Sawyer. 


3. Subject: Mrs. William Hale, of Dover, 
New Hampshire. The former Lydia Rollins, 
she married William 
IS41. 


Hale in 1772, died in 


Date: Circa 1840, in Dover, New Hampshire. 
Description: Oil on wood, 2234 x 2634, un- 
signed. 
Owner: The Misses Margaret and Elizabeth 
Frost. 


4. Subject: Lydia Rollins Hale, daughter of 
Mrs. William Hale; born in 
i877. 


13803, died in 


Date: Circa 1840, in Dover, New Hampshire. 
Description: Oil on wood, 2238 x 2834, un- 
signed, 
Owner: The Misses Margaret and Elizabeth 
Frost. 


5. Subject: Hannah Augusta Cushing, daugh- 
ter of Thomas H. and Catherine (Towle) 
Cushing, of Dover, New Hampshire. Born 
October 23, 1848; died March 8, 1850. 

Date: 1850, in Dover, New Hampshire. 
Description: Oil on canvas, 39 x 48, unsigned. 
Owner: Mrs. Douglas Malcolm. 


6. Subject: Joseph Smith, of Durham, New 
Hampshire, born April 17, 1826, married De- 
cember 25, 1850, Mary E. Nute. He was the 
third son of Major Winthrop Smith of Durham 
from whom he inherited the farm in Durham on 
which he lived until his death November 2s, 
IS71. 

Date: Probably 1853. 

I > 


Description: Oil on canvas, 28% x 23% 


(oval), unsigned. 
Owner: Mrs. Frederick W. Emery. 
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‘ 
7. Subject: Mary E. Smith, wife of Joseph 
Smith above. She was born in 1831 and died 
August 3, 1926. 

Date: Probably 1853. 


Description: Oil on canvas, 2842 x 23% 
(oval), unsigned. 


Owner: Mrs. Frederick W. Emery. 


8. Subject: Ida Hortense Smith, daughter of 
Joseph and Mary Smith above. Born July 18, 
1852, died October 18, 1853. 

Date: Probably 1853. 

Description: Oil on canvas, 19% x 23) 
(oval), unsigned. 

Owner: Mrs. Frederick W. Emery. 


g. Subject: Landscape. 

Date: Circa 1845. 

Description: Oil on canvas, 24% X 17, un- 
signed. Idyllic pastoral scene with shepherd and 


flock in foreground, trees and mountains in 


back. 


Owner: Miss Margaret Varney. 


10. Subject: Landscape. 
Date: Circa 1845. 

° . ~* A 
Description: Oil on canvas, 24% x 17%, un- 
signed. Scene comparable to the one above with 
variations, 

Owner: Miss Margaret Varney. 

Note: Family tradition assigns this and the pre- 
ceding picture to Gookin. Family tradition, sub- 
stantiated by the Dover Directory of 1846, says 
that Gookin lived at the Pendexter house in 
which the pictures now hang and where they 
are said always to have been. 


11. Subject: “Fancy Picture”— landscape on 
frame to fit fireplace opening. 
Date: Circa 1840. 

Description: Oil on canvas, 236 x 31%, un- 
signed. Rural scene with figures, lake, moun- 
tains, etc. 


Owner: James C, Sawyer. 
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Report of the Corresponding Secretary 


Mr. WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON 


March 1, 1943 to March 1, 1944 


‘To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVA- 
TION OF NEw ENGLAND ANTIQUI- 
TIES: 

I have the honor to present my Thirty- 
fourth Annual Report as Corresponding 
Secretary and Real Estate Manager cov- 
ering the year March 1, 1943 to March 
I, 1944. 

In spite of the fact that the world is 
going through the greatest war known to 
history the Society has continued to grow 
by adding still another to its real estate 
properties, as follows: 


46. Bradbury-Spalding House, New- 
buryport, Mass. 

‘The exact date of this house seems a 
bit uncertain but the opinion of those best 
qualified to judge gives the probable date 
as about 1788-1791, the first owner hav- 
ing been Theophilus Bradbury. Through 
a succession of owners the house came into 
the Spalding family from a member of 
which, Mrs. Helen Chapin Hitchcock, it 
was received as a gift. Contrary to our 
usual custom in recent years, the house 
was accepted without endowment in the 
hope that at a future time some member 
of the family might help the Society meet 
the costs of maintenance. Meanwhile the 
Society is receiving assistance of this kind 
from the custodians, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
F. Spalding, distant cousins of the donor. 

The reasons which led the Board of 
Trustees to accept the gift of this house 
were three. In the first place, it is beau- 
tifully located at 28 Green Street, in the 
centre of Newburyport, and in a neigh- 


borhood of handsome old houses which 
help maintain the city’s character as one 
of the leading centres of old New Eng- 
land mansions. In the next place, the 
house is well situated in sufficient grounds, 
with a well-kept lawn between the street 
and its line of sheds, and, on the other side, 
a garden which has always been an attrac- 
tive feature. Finally, the house has ample 
intrinsic merit to justify its preservation. 
It is of the gambrel roof type with a cen- 
tral hall extending from the front to the 
back of the house, and two rooms on each 
side separated by the usual chimney and 
closet space. As in most Newburyport 
houses the detail lacks the elaboration 
sometimes found in Salem properties, but, 
nevertheless, the house has its full share of 
panelling, cornices, window boxes, etc., 
such as one would expect to find in a house 
of its period. The hallway is dignified and 
well proportioned, and the house as a 
whole is distinctly of the type calculated to 
reflect credit on the Society, and by its 
assured preservation add to the antiqua- 
rian interest of Newburyport. 

The house came to us without contents 
so that the Society would be glad to re- 
ceive as gifts furnishings appropriate to a 
house of its date. ‘The dining room, libra- 
ry, two bedrooms and the upper and lower 
halls are reserved for the Society’s use; 
to be furnished by it and open for exhibi- 
tion to the public. The balance of the 
house will be occupied by the custodians, 
including the parlor and the bedroom 
above, but it has been arranged that in 
them the Society may place such of its 
own pieces as would be appropriate there 
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and these two rooms will also be open to 
the public, making a total of six rooms 
and two hallways available for inspection. 
This will still leave six small rooms in the 
garret for such use as they may best be 
adapted to, plans in connection with them 
having yet to be worked out. It is hoped 
have the 
some time during the coming summer. 

In recognition of this valuable gift, our 
Board of Trustees elected Mrs. Hitch- 
cock a Benefactor Life Member of the 
Society — a class of membership reserved 
for those whose gifts to the Society total 
Five 


house ready for inspection 


Thousand Dollars or more in value. 


Narragansett Friends’ Meeting Burying 

Ground, Tower Hill, Peace Dale, R. I. 

In the township of South Kingston, 
Rhode Island, is the Friends’ Tower Hill 
Burying Ground, where members of that 
Society have for generations buried their 
dead. Since there are found among these 
many of the ancestors of Miss Caroline 


Hazard, of Peace Dale, she has given 
our Society an endowment fund of 


$3,500, the income to be applicable to 
the upkeep of this graveyard. As might 
be expected of a Friends’ burying ground, 
but Miss Hazard has 


herself erected an imposing monument 
} £ 


gravestones are few, 


testifying to her devotion to her ancestors 
there buried, 
inscription : 
East FacE—In memory of many 
members of the Society of Friends in Nar- 
ragansett whose bodies were here com- 


on which 1S the following 


mitted to unmarked graves in the lively 
hope of a glorious resurrection when they 
shall know even as they are known. This 
land a part of the Pettaquamscutt pur- 
chase of 1657 
to Thomas Hazard 1698 and by him to 
the Meeting 1710. 


was sold by Samuel Sewal 


West Face —In special memory of 
‘Thomas Hazard son of Rob’t called Col- 
lege-'Tom a preacher of this Society for 
forty years. He freed his slaves about 
1745. He was an incorporator and fellow 
of Brown University and a member of 
the Meeting for sufferings during the 
Revolution. Born 1720. Died 1798. ‘This 
stone is marked and set by his grandson’s 
granddaughter Caroline Hazard 1917 

It will be the Society’s privilege here- 
after to give this burying ground the best 
care possible, maintaining it in a condition 
to give-pleasure to passers-by and to visi- 
tors descended from those there interred. 
We are most grateful to Miss Hazard for 
this gift, in testimony of which she has 
been ‘elected a Life Member of the Patron 
those whose gifts of 
any kind amount to One Thousand Dol- 
lars in value. 


class, reserved for 


It has, in the past, been the Secretary’s 
custom to give after the year’s accessions 
an itemized report on all of the Soci iety’s 
properties. Instead of doing this with the 
usual detail during war times, a report is 
made only on those which have been re- 
cently most active, or concerning which 
there is something of special importance 
to tell, the others being merely mentioned. 


Swett-Ilsley house, before 1670, 4-6 
High Road, Newbury, Mass. 


This house, with its out-buildings, 1s 
one of those most in need of repair but 
apparently this work will have to be post- 
poned for at least a year, since the prop- 
erty, unaided, cannot ised the expendi- 
ture involved. 


Samuel Fowler house, 1810, 166 High 
Street, Danversport, Mass. 


There is no change to report at this 


house, which is as b: adly i in need of endow- 
ment as ever. 
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3- Cooper-Frost-Austin house, 1657, 21 
Linnaean Street, Cambridge, Mass. 


An important improvement to an- 
nounce in connection with this house 1s 
that the Society has acquired, and paid 
for out of house income, all but one of 
those pieces of furniture from the Charles 
H. ‘Tyler collection which had been here 
on loan over a period of years. It is indeed 
gratifying to know that this fine seven- 
teenth-century house is now in perma- 
nent possession of these appropriate and 
attractive pieces. 


4. “Scotch” - Bennett - Boardman house, 
1651, 61-67 Howard Street, Saugus, 
Mass. 

The front roof of this house is badly in 
need of reshingling, and while it is being 
done it is proposed to restore the two 
gables which were originally part of the 
house but disappeared generations ago. 
This work is planned for the coming 
summer. 


5- Laws house, about 1800, Sharon, N. H. 

There is nothing new to report in con- 
nection with this house, which continues 
to be occupied by Mr. Lowell R. Smith. 


6. Harrison Gray Otis house, 1795, 141 
Cambridge Street, Boston, Mass. The 
Society’s Headquarters. 

On account of the shortage of fuel oil, 
the Otis house was, with the exception of 
two rooms, left without heat last winter. 
Even these two rooms may also be closed 
next winter for the prospect seems to be 
for even greater fuel shortage then than 
last winter. The temperature of the house 
was truly arctic and such visitors as had 
the temerity to go through it wore their 
winter overcoats for the visit. Under such 
conditions it was impossible to clean the 
house until the coming of spring and 
even so the shortage of cleaning women 


added much to our difficulties. The num- 
ber of visitors is slowly increasing with 
the coming of warmer weather, and 
among them we have frequently the satis- 
faction of finding members of our own 
armed forces and of our allies. 

7. Eleazer Arnold house, 1687, Lincoln, 

_ & 

The Arnold house, which was so ex- 
tensively repaired the previous year, re- 
ceived a few final touches the past year. 
It is now in condition safely to go for sev- 
eral years, and certainly for the duration, 
after which it is hoped to make further 
progress in the repair and restoration of 
this supremely interesting house. Repairs 
to date have all been paid for out of ac- 
cumulated income. The work, in charge 
of Mr. Dawson Ditt, consisted largely of 
repairing the rear roof and back wall, 
both of which were put into perfect con- 
dition. The house looks better than it has 
for many years past and as its finances 
are slowly but steadily improving so, too, 
should the condition of the house. A dan- 
ger to this property arises from the fact 
that the heavy trucking on the highway 
so near the house may in time injure the 
chimney, but as yet no flaw has been dis- 
covered. 

8. Quincy Memorial, Litchfield, Conn. 

There is nothing to report concerning 
the Quincy Memorial, which is adminis- 
tered by a committee representing the 
Litchfield Historical Society and our Pres- 
ervation Society. 

g. Conant house, 1720, Townsend Har- 
bor, Mass. 

Mrs. Stow, who holds this house for 
her lifetime, continues to give it exem- 
plary care. Members will please bear in 
mind that it is to be visited only with her 
permission. Correspondence should be ad- 
dressed to Mrs. Leslie ‘¥ Stow, 103 
Hemenway Street, Boston 15, Mass. 
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10. Abraham Browne, Jr., house, ca. 
1698, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Mass. 


At the Browne house we have had the 
misfortune to lose our custodian, Mr. 
Ralph A. Burnham, who has entered the 
army. We wish him a safe return at the 
conclusion of hostilities. Meanwhile, the 
house and grounds remain in the excel- 
lent care of his wife. 


11. Jackson house, 1664, Christian Shore, 

Portsmouth, N. H. 

The care of the Jackson house imposes 
a problem. At no time has % been con- 
sidered advisable to install a custodian in 
the house itself, although we may pos- 
sibly have to come to this eventually. To 
date it has always been possible to em- 
ploy as custodian the occupant of the ad- 
joining house, but for the coming summer 
this will be out of the question. Just how 
the problem will be solved is still uncer- 
tain. 


12. Richard Derby’s McIntire-designed 
barn, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Mass. 

This McIntire-designed barn will pres- 
ently need to be repainted, but even in its 
present condition will probably get by 
for the duration. It is entirely used for 
storage, containing the larger part of our 
collection of carriages. 


13. Chaplin-Clarke house, 1671, Brad- 
ford Street, Rowley, Mass. 
Last year’s report applies in full. ‘The 
out-buildings need attention, which it is 
hoped to give them this coming summer. 


14. Richard Derby house, 1761, Derby 
Street, Salem, Mass. 
At this building, which our Society ac- 
quired in 1927 and nine years later pre- 
sented to the United States government, 


no further construction work seems to 
have been accomplished. ‘The government 
is marking time here, as at other of its 
buildings unconnected with the war ef- 
fort, but is believed to have post-war plans 
in abundance for the improvement of this 
property. 


15. Crocker tavern, 1754, Barnstable, 


Mass. 


We have lost the Misses Gibson as our 
custodians, the house being now in charge 
of Mrs. Ruth Puffer. There have been 
some minor repairs and renovation, but 
nothing more. 


16. Short house, 1733, 33 High Road, 
Newbury, Mass. 


The growth of the family at the Short 
house has necessitated giving the custo- 
dians the use of a small room formerly 
considered part of the exhibition space. 
In order to adapt it to modern occupancy 
an easily removable veneer of Celotex 
was applied to the old walls, thereby con- 
serving heat without injury to the rear 
room. A better solution would, of course, 
be an addition to the custodian’s wing, 
which is unsuited now for any but the 
smallest family. Such an extension may 
well be a project for the future. 


17. Rebecca Nurse house, 1678, 149 Pine 
Street, Danvers, Mass. 
There is nothing new to report at this 
property. 


18. “Drummer” Samuel Stetson house, 
1694, Hanover, Mass. 


The Society has, during the past year, 
lost Mrs. Frances Fuller, its custodian at 
the Stetson house. Mrs. Fuller had been 
with us for fifteen years during which 
time, often under great disadvantages, she 
had single-handed maintained in exem- 
plary condition this large house of some 
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thirteen rooms. On account of advancing 
years and physical infirmity she found it 
necessary to give up her position last fall, 
and the Society will greatly miss the care 
she gave the property over so many years. 
In addition to looking after the house and, 
as far as possible, the grounds, Mrs. Full- 
er also gave herself the pleasure and privi- 
lege of decorating the graves of the family 
of the donor of the Stetson house, Dr. L. 
Vernon Briggs, and after his lamented 
death his own grave also. As her succes- 
sor the Society has Mrs. Mildred Whit- 
ney, of Norwell, for whom the custodian’s 
quarters were renovated. 


19. Tristram Coffin, Jr., house, ca. 1651, 
14 High Road, Newbury, Mass. 


Unfortunately, this house has as yet 
been unable to benefit by the terms of the 
will of the late Mrs. Margaret E. Mer- 
riam. [he endowment is due for a sub- 
stantial increase out of the proceeds of the 
sale of Mrs. Merriam’s country estate at 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, but a buyer may 
not be found for the duration. 


20. Colonel John Thacher house, 1680, 
Yarmouthport, Mass. 


The problem of a custodian at the 
Colonel John Thacher house is particu- 
larly difficult owing to the gasoline short- 
age, and for the same reason visitors have 
practically vanished from the scene. It is 
as yet uncertain just how the problem of 
care will be solved this summer. 


21. Emerson-Howard house, 1645, 41 
Turkey Shore Road, Ipswich, Mass. 


At Ipswich, the Emerson house has 
been extensively repaired and consider- 
ably restored. ‘The work was supervised 
by Mr. Frank Chouteau Brown who, as 
head of the Historic American Buildings 
Survey covering New England, New 
York and Pennsylvania, has acquired a 


vast amount of information concerning 
our old buildings. We are fortunate in- 
deed to have had the benefit of his advice, 
especially at a time when the manpower 
shortage made it difficult to secure skilled 
workmen. 


22. Peter Tufts house, 1678, 350 River- 
side Avenue, Medford, Mass. 


There is nothing new to report in con- 
nection with this property, which con- 
tinues to be as excellently administered as 
for several years past, thanks largely to 
the careful supervision of our custodians, 


Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Bicknell. 


23. Croade house, ca. 1700, Saylesville, 
Town of Lincoln, R. I. 


There is nothing new to report con- 
cerning the Croade house, which is the 
home of our Arnold house custodian, 


Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins. 


24. Spaulding Grist Mill, ca. 1840, Town- 
send Harbor, Mass. 

The Spaulding grist mill has been little 
visited during this war period, being inac- 
cessible excepting at a cost of gasoline 
wholly prohibitive to most people. ‘The 
building is somewhat hard to police, and 
the roof is in need of reshingling but ap- 
parently all improvements will have to 
wait until the coming of peace. 


25. Captain Jewett house, 1774 — Sarah 
Orne Jewett Memorial — South Ber- 
wick, Maine, (see below). 


26. Eastman Community house, 1851, 


South Berwick, Maine. 


The chairman of the committee in 
charge of these two properties, Mrs. 
Henry G. Vaughan, resigned last fall, and 
her place was taken by Mrs. R. B. Ride- 
out. We are indeed fortunate to have the 
cooperation of an unusually capable com- 
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mittee, which is composed of Mrs. R. B. 
Rideout, Chairman, Mr. Wm. Sumner 
Appleton, Mrs. William I. Cummings, 
Mrs. James K. Hamill, Mrs. Benjamin 
H. Nealley, Mrs. Chester R. Taylor, 
Mrs. Henry G. Vaughan. As custodian 
we have Mrs. Georgia A. ‘Tapley. 


27. Captain Bennett house, 1810, 199 

Main Street, Fairhaven, Mass. 

This is one of our houses requiring at- 
tention. It is badly in need of painting and 
general renovation, which it will receive 
this coming year if possible, otherwise in 
1945. Our custodian continues to be Mrs. 
Charlotte B. Spooner. 


28. Squash house, ca. 1750(?), 61 Elm 
Street, Marblehead, Mass. 
‘There is nothing new to report con- 
cerning this property, which is let to Mr. 


H. D. Hodgkinson. 


29 and 30. Peabody and Smith Burying 

Grounds, Middleton, Mass. 

The Peabody Burying Ground, 17 36, 
and the Smith Burying Ground, 1775, 
continue in the able care of Mrs. George 
Francis Dow, under whose administra- 
tion the income is being so carefully con- 
served as to leave a yearly balance ap- 
plicable to the increase of the endowment. 


31. Simon Colton house, 1734, 787 Long- 


meadow Street, Longmeadow, Mass. 


This house continues in excellent hands 
and showsa slight profit almost every year 
of its operation. It is closed both to mem- 
bers and the public and is accordingly 
taxable. 


32. Winslow Crocker house, eighteenth 
century, Yarmouthport, Mass. 
There is nothing to report concerning 
this house. 


33- “Bleakhouse,” ca. 1796, Peterbor- 

ough, N. H. 

There is nothing to report concerning 
‘““Bleakhouse”’ other than that it continues 
to be excellently managed by our custo- 
dians, Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. Bingham, 
who maintain it as a guest house worthy 
of patronage by our members and their 
friends. 


34. Spaulding Cooperage Shop, ca. 1845, 

Townsend Harbor, Mass. 

Like the Spaulding grist mill, the 
Spaulding cooperage shop imposes a prac- 
tically insoluble problem during these war 
vears. No immediate use for this property 
has suggested itself, nor is any likely to 
be found for the duration, gasoline re- 
strictions making it almost impossible of 
access. Fortunately the building went 
into the war period in good condition and 
so far it has shown no appreciable deteri- 
oration, 


35- Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman 
house, ca. 1700, 228 Spring Street, 
Newport, R. I. 

This house has steadily improved over 
the years since its acquisition by our So- 
ciety, and it now benefits from the action 
of the Rhode Island Legislature in ex- 
empting the Society’s properties from 
taxation in that state. The mortgage 1s 
being gradually reduced and should be 
paid off in about ten years, after which 
the house, if administered as at the present 
time, will be a decided source of income 
to the Society. Visitors are, of course, not 
as frequent as formerly, but the Girl 
Scouts’ quarters and our panelled parlor 
room are available for public inspection. 
36. Colonel Josiah Quincy house, 1770, 


20 Muirhead Street, Wollaston, Quin- 
cy, Mass. 


‘The war brought improvements at this 
house to a full stop and at the same time 
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reduced the number of visitors. We are, 
however, ready to resume improvements 
here on the coming of peace. 


37- Thomas Woodbridge house, 1810, 48 
Bridge Street, Salem, Mass. 


The ground floor and the second floor 
of this house continue to be available for 
public inspection but improvements have 
wholly ceased. Luckily, the house was in 
fair condition before the opening of hos- 
tilities so that no radical expenditures seem 
at the moment to be called for. 

38. Nehemiah Royce house, 1672, 538 
North Main Street, Wallingford, 
Conn. 

Plans to reconstruct the chimney of 
the Royce house last summer had to be 
temporarily given up but they will cer- 
tainly be put through in the spring and 
summer of 1944. In meeting the costs in- 
volved we hope for the active cooperation 
of many of the Royce name. ‘The balance 
will be met out of a small sum already 
available and pledged to this purpose. 


39. Alexander house, Linden Hall, 1811, 
284 State Street, Springfield, Mass. 
The Society continues to have on the 

ground floor of this house the office of 

the Massachusetts Women’s Defense 

Corps. The custodian, Mrs. Howard 

Mansfield, keeps the second floor, which 

is wholly the Society’s, in excellent condi- 

tion and open for inspection. 


40. Indian Hill, West Newbury, Mass. 

Visitors to Indian Hill have naturally 
vanished completely, for the property 1s 
made wholly inaccessible by a prohibitive 
consumption of gasoline, in which no one 
should now indulge for pleasure. ‘The 
house was, accordingly, closed last sum- 
mer although our Boston office was ready 
to arrange to show it by appointment. 
Minor improvements continue but major 





repairs must wait until the return of 


peace, 


41. Lee-Whipple house, 1737, Harbor 

Street, Manchester, Mass. 

The very substantial expenditures on 
this property over the five years since Its 
acquisition have brought it to a condition 
to pay substantial dividends. It continues 
to be rented to a tenant and closed to the 
public, so being taxable by the Town of 
Manchester. 


42. Jacobs house, 1726, Assinippi, Nor- 
well, Mass. 

With the opening of hostilities plans for 
the improvement of this property had to 
be set aside, but a public use was found 
through lending half of the planned mu- 
seum space to a kindergarten for small 
children of the surrounding countryside. 
These had formerly gone to a school at a 
greater distance involving an expenditure 
of gasoline not now obtainable. At the re- 
quest of various parents the Society was 
glad to help gasoline conservation and the 
education of the neighborhood children 
by the loan of these premises without 
cost, thereby doing what it could to make 
of the house an educational asset, even 
though not in the way planned for the 
future. The custodians, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert M. Goode, maintain the property 
in excellent condition and there is gradu- 
ally being built up in the stable and barn a 
collection of vehicles and fire apparatus 
which should be of much interest when 
the return of peace permits visitation by 
the public. 


43. Rocky Hill Meeting-house, 1785, 

Amesbury, Mass. 

Under the supervision of the Reverend 
Elwyn J. Prescott of Exeter, New Hamp- 
shire, aided by the Misses Little of Hamp- 
ton, New Hampshire, this meeting-house 
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continues to be administered as intended 
by the donors. The three religious services 
held there last summer were much better 
attended than had been deemed possible 
in present times. 


44. “Beauport,” Eastern Point Boule- 
vard, Gloucester, Mass. 


In spite of the distance of this property 
from the centre of Gloucester, the num- 
ber of visitors last summer was gratifying 
although a mere fraction of that to be 
expected on the return of peace. It is su- 
premely attractive in location and con- 
tents and exceptionally well cared for by 
our custodians, Mrs. Joseph V. McMul- 
lan and Mr. Frasier W. McCann, who, 
with the writer and Mrs. Chester R.’Tay- 
lor, form the committee on this house. The 
caretakers are Mr. and Mrs. George 
Wonson. 


45- Lady Pepperrell house, Kittery Point, 

Maine. 

The Lady Pepperrell house received 
almost no visitors last year, being far re- 
moved from main highway traffic and so 
somewhat difficult of access. Here again, 
as at “Beauport,” we may look forward 
to a welcome change when the war is 
over, for this house and its superb con- 
tents, with its proximity to the sea and 
its small but lovely garden, will be an out- 
standing attraction to every visitor to New 
England. We may safely assume that 
few will pass it by if able to stop and in- 
spect it. 

Pending the eventual receipt of endow- 
ment for this property, in a substantial 
sum promised by the donor, its annual 
maintenance has been guaranteed over a 
term of years by a group of public-spirited 
friends. The receipts from this source 
amounted last year to $385 — valued 
help without which this house and _ its 
grounds could not have been maintained. 


Admissions. 

The admission fees to the Society’s va- 
rious properties ranged until recently 
from ten cents to one dollar. Last year, 
however, the Federal Government im- 
posed a ten per cent tax on admissions, as 
a result of which the admission charge was 
given up entirely at all of the Society’s 
properties excepting the Otis house and 
“Beauport.” At the former a total of 
twenty-five cents was charged, and at the 
latter one dollar, in each case with the tax 
included. For this year the Federal tax 
has been raised to twenty per cent, which 
means that the admission fee at the Otis 
house becomes twenty cents plus tax five 
cents, making the total twenty-five cents, 
while at “‘Beauport” the admission is 
eighty cents plus tax twenty cents and the 
total price of a ticket one dollar. It is much 
to be hoped that with the return of peace 
this troublesome tax, at least in so far as it 
concerns charities, may be eliminated. 


Frost Graveyard, Newcastle, N. H. 

The expenditure of the income of the 
endowment fund which the Society holds 
for the benefit of this graveyard has, as 
usual, been supervised by Mr. Paul Frost, 
through whose efforts the fund was origi- 
nally raised. ‘The exemplary order in 
which this extremely interesting little 
graveyard has been kept suggests a wise 
form of endowment for other family lots. 


Gardens. 


It has long been a matter for keen 
regret that the Society has not found it 
possible, out of the income from the slen- 
der endowment at its disposal, properly to 
maintain the gardens which have come 
to it with some of its houses. It should be 
noted, however, that none of these gar- 
dens came to us in the condition in which 
their former owners would have main- 
tained them, for many had already been 
































Report of the Corresponding Secretary 





allowed to run down badly so that it 
would have been a matter of years before 
they could possibly have been brought 
back, and in no case was this possible for 
us. Accordingly, the gardens formerly 
existing at Indian Hill, the Crocker tav- 
ern, the Fowler, Colonel Josiah Quincy, 
Jewett, and other houses have wholly or 
partly disappeared or been greatly reduced 
in size or scale. 

The only garden that approximates its 
best former condition is that at the Lady 
Pepperrell house, a small but lovely gar- 
den from which glimpses of Portsmouth 
Harbor are to be had. It has often seemed 
to the writer that it should be possible to 
interest some lover of gardens to give the 
Society a substantial endowment, the in- 
come to be applicable to all of its gardens, 
wherever situated. For such a purpose the 
income from an endowment of $200,000 
and upwards could easily be used, and it is 
hoped that the need of such a benefaction 
may come to the attention of the mem- 
bers of the various garden clubs of Amer- 
ica, with the result of finding among them 
the friends of whom we are so badly in 
need. 


Library. 

It has never been the Society’s policy 
to form a large general library on histori- 
cal subjects. Such a library would be ex- 
pensive to maintain and apt to duplicate 
other historical and genealogical libra- 
ries not far removed from our headquar- 
ters. On the other hand, volumes and 
pamphlets dealing with antiques of all 
kinds and with their preservation have al- 
ways been sought and welcomed ; not that 
the others are necessarily declined but no 
special effort is made to acquire them. 

Another branch of our chosen fields of 
library work has been the formation of a 
pictorial collection of New England, New 


Englanders, national characters and an- 
tiquities the country over, and to a limited 
degree in foreign parts. This part of our 
collections has grown with amazing 
rapidity and is sure eventually to be much 
consulted. Its housing, however, leaves 
much to be desired, for the lack of space 
and trained help make its care so difficult, 
that already it is impossible to file ready 
for inspection more than a part, at most 
half, of the whole collection. As all of the 
files are filled to overflowing it follows 
that to have the files about one-half full, 
and so capable of ready inspection, would 
call for four times the number of cabinets 
and the amount of space now available. 
Should the collection be properly mount- 
ed, as it deserves to be, then at least twice 
this space should be available. In other 
words, where we now have fifteen cabi- 
nets for material smaller than oversize, 
sixty would be required to house the col- 
lection in drawers half full, or one hun- 
dred and twenty for the collection prop- 
erly mounted. To give the floor space re- 
quired would drive out of the office any- 
thing and everyone unconnected with this 
particular work—ample evidence that 
our quarters need considerable expansion. 
Meanwhile, a large mass of this material 
is being put away in classified storage box- 
es, each New England state by itself, and 
with further sub-divisions referring to art 
and artists, subjects, persons, shipping, 
American antiquities outside of New 
England and still other antiquities out- 
side of America. As this highly specialized 
collection is probably the best of its kind, 
the loss in having so large a portion inac- 
cessible may readily be imagined. 
Museum. 


‘That the Society’s Museum should be 
able to function so well as it does is oc- 


for wonderment. Our Museum 


casion 
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Director, a busy clergyman and president 
of his local historical society, is unluckily 
able to give little more than excellent ad- 
vice. Our space is already completely used 
and of museum endowment we have 
practically none. In spite of these handi- 
caps we have the courage to accept quan- 
tities of gifts and to seek still more. What 
Is proving of great assistance is the fact 
that much museum material can be dis- 
tributed among our outlying properties, 
and recently we have filled some of our 
stables and barns. 

The great need of our Museum is en- 
dowment, of which it could use all it 1S 
ever apt to receive, and more too, And 
equally pressing is the need of more space, 
and this bears hardest just now in the di- 
rection of space in which to store or exhibit 
horse-drawn vehicles. Of these we have 
recently acquired a remarkably fine col- 
lection of fire apparatus, while continuing 
the never-ceasing additions to our collec- 
tion of carriages of all kinds. ‘This material 
is distributed among a dozen different 
places and still more room is needed for 
it. Members having knowledge of large 
barns that might be available for our use 
are asked to bring them to the Director’s 
attention. Should it be possible to acquire 
such additional barn space, with endow- 
ment to help administer it, we would be 
still more fortunate. At all events, addi- 
tional space must be found promptly or 
we shall have to begin declining valuable 
gifts and advising that they be sent else- 
where. 


Office. 

The office has been functioning with a 
smaller regular force than at any time in 
many years, with resulting economies, 
tempered, however, by the extra cost of 
temporary help whenever needed. As the 
years pass we all grow older, which slows 


down somewhat the tempo of the office 
work, the terms of service of our present 
force being as follows: the writer thirty- 
four Miss thirty-two 
years; Miss Addison twenty-three years; 
Robert Schlosky sixteen years; Mrs. ‘Tay- 
lor fifteen years; with Miss Crandall less 
than one year. Evidently the time is fast 
approaching when younger hands will 
have to take over from those who have 
given so many years to the creation of the 
Society —a problem the solution of which 
may, we hope, be postponed for the dura- 
tion, 


Ediphone. 

A few years ago the Society received 
from a member of the Board of Trustees 
the gift of a new ediphone which has 


years; Morrison 


been in continual service ever since. How 
many hundreds of letters have been writ- 
ten with its help no one knows, but it has 
proved of invaluable assistance in speeding 
office work, so much so that it becomes 
matter for wonder how we ever got along 
without it. Our gratitude to the donor 
remains boundless. 


General Appeals. 

During the past year two General Ap- 
peals were issued to the entire member- 
ship. In the spring we asked for $3,000 
and received $3,842.50 in sums ranging 
from $1.00 to $200.00. In the fall ap- 
peal we asked for $3,577 and received 
$4,635 in sums ranging from $1.00 to 
$400.00. Each appeal was over-sub- 
scribed —a highly gratifying result and 
one absolutely essential to the continua- 
tion of the Society’s work. With the com- 
ing of peace we shall hope again to enlarge 
our membership and so make it possible to 
appeal for larger sums for a greater va- 
riety of subjects, as was our custom until 


comparatively recent years. 
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Bequests. 

The money bequests of the past year 
were as follows: 
Miss Maria H. Thacher, for 

the Col. John ‘Thacher 


house maintenance $2,000.00 
Miss Katie A. Burt, unre- 
stricted, 3,045.24 


Miss Grace H. Kimball, un- 
restricted, 

Mrs. Margaret E. Merriam 
Estate, for the Coffin house 
endowment, 


1,000.00 


799-63 

Over the years the Society has received 
a very fair number of bequests, some tied 
down by conditions and others unrestrict- 
ed. It has been the Board’s custom to 
apply the unrestricted bequests to the en- 
dowment of such properties as were not 
suitably cared for, thus giving invaluable 
assistance without which some properties 
could scarcely have been maintained in 
presentable condition. We may hope that 
all members if even able to leave only 
small sums, in the hundreds or low thou- 
sands, may feel encouraged to know that 
the accumulation of such small bequests 
is one of the foundations on which the 
Society’s success is based. 


Bigelow and Dow Funds. 

Many years ago the late Mr. Francis 
H. Bigelow gave the Society the royalties 
on his book Historic Silver of the Colonies 
and its Makers. These have been turned 
into a fund bearing his name, a fund 
which it is proposed to use in connection 
with the Society’s Publication Fund. Al- 
though no use has to date been made of 
the Bigelow Fund, it would certainly 
have pleased Mr. Bigelow could he have 
known, and as he probably foresaw, what 
power for good it would eventually ac- 
quire. It seems likely that with the return 





of peace the Society will again take up 
publishing in a small way, when such a 
fund as Mr. Bigelow’s will prove the wis- 
dom of the kind member who founded it. 

Another addition to the Society’s Pub- 
lication Fund is received every year from 
the proceeds of Every Day Life in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, written by 
our late Museum Director and Assistant 
Editor of O_tp-Time New ENGLAND, 
Mr. George Francis Dow, and published 
by our Society. Half of the proceeds, 
which were to have been Mr. Dow’s, 
now go to his widow, but the half which 
is the Society’s now amounts to a respect- 
able sum. In time we shall hope to be 
able to accumulate a sufficient amount 
in the Publication Fund to justify the pub- 
lication of another volume of merit and 
Importance. 


Summary. 

In terms of what it aims eventually to 
achieve the Society is far short of its ideal 
objective. There are far too many im- 
portant New England landmarks still to 
be protected and still in danger of destruc- 
tion. What we have acquired is a mere 
fraction of the grand total worth pro- 
tecting. Our example has, however, set 
many others to work along the same lines 
and the good resulting from the Society’s 
existence extends far beyond the mere ac- 
count of its own properties. 

Similarly with the Society’s Museum. 
As was stated in the first number of our 
Bulletin, what we had in mind was a first- 
class regional museum of a type to emu- 
late the Bavarian National Museum at 
Munich or the Germanic National Mu- 
seum at Nuremberg. We still have so far 
to go before achieving such an objective 
as to make our present museum accom- 
plishments seem insignificant in compari- 
son. However, everything must have a 
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beginning and we are well started on our 
way. [his we owe largely to the labors 
of a generation of which at least a half 
has already passed on. Those of that gen- 
eration already gone, and those still with 
us, have long since proved their interest by 
doing their share in the initial spade work. 
It will presently be for the next genera- 
tion to take over where they leave off, and 
as might well be expected there are some 
who view the future with some concern, 
doubt and pessimism. Among such let us 
not be counted. The future, to a great 
extent, is what we of the present will that 
it should be, and judging the Society’s will 
power by its past achievements the desire 
of our members would seem to be over- 
whelmingly for a continuation through 
the years to come of the fine work built 
up in the thirty-four years that have 
passed. May it never become less, for we 
have a precious duty to perform in behalf 
of our members who have gone overseas 
where they are fighting for the preserva- 
tion of the finest antiquity of them all — 
the American way of living. And as one 
of them has expressed it so well, the writer 
closes this report with a quotation from 
that letter, as follows: “ 
but to point out that it must be increas- 
ingly difficult for the Society to maintain 


Not to be prosaic, 


a steady income during the war period, I 


have contributed more this year than last 
to offset some member who may find it 
difficult to continue his membership fee. 
As I look at it, while we in the armed 


forces are engaged in trying to make this 
world a better place to live in, we are 
going to face a keen disappointment if, 
upon our return, we find all those things 
which we liked and enjoyed during peace- 
time, sacrificed in the interests of the war 
effort. 

I quite realize that the Society is going 
to have some very tough sledding. People, 
I am afraid, won’t think this thing out 
the same way I do. ‘They may even con- 
sider the Society to be a luxury in wartime. 
But if we are fitting out the world after 
the war without some of the monumental 
objects of the past, life promises to be very 
dull indeed. Our amaaaty and our agne for 


crete way that our beaks Ww ill 1 not become 
dimmed in the future as to what were the 
main purposes of the fighting.” 

So writes our fellow-member now in 
service overseas. He cares, and counts on 
us to care too. We cannot, we must not 
but all together must 
carry on to the utmost of our abilities until 
the return of peace allows us to welcome 
home again the absent members now in 
service. Let us render to them our account 
of continuing success in its small way com- 
parable to the success they are daily ren- 
dering to us, 


disappoint him, 


Yours very truly, 
Wo. SUMNER APPLETON, 
Corresponding Secretary and 


Real Estate Manager. 
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CAPTAIN THoMAs G. FROTHINGHAM 


March 1, 1943 to March 1, 1944 


URING the Society’s fiscal year 
ended February 29, 1944, the 
Library received from members 

and friends a fair, but less than normal, 
number of gifts. During these war years 
our collection increases more slowly than 
In previous years but welcome contribu- 
tions continue to come in. A comparison 
of additions of a pictorial nature received 
in the year ended February 28, 1939, 
with those of the past year may interest 
our members. The former amounted to 
1,550 photographs, 543 stereographs, 
1,155 picture postal cards, 4,060 miscel- 
laneous views; the latter to 229 photo- 
graphs, 101 stereographs, 157 picture 
postal cards, 1,127 miscellaneous views. 
Since 1941, as a result of air raid pre- 
cautions, attics have been cleared of the 
accumulations of many years, and as a re- 
sult an assortment of worth while, and in 
some instances unique, items came to us 
from them. Now that such eliminations 
are over the annual receipt of such con- 
tributions will necessarily be much less. 
Stereographs formerly came to us in large 
numbers, but the sources of such gifts are 
now practically exhausted, as the homes 
in which they were at one time normal 
parlor objects have been broken up and 
the contents scattered. Even so, every 
now and then we do receive them in much 
smaller quantities. However, members are 
once more asked to remember the Society 
should old photographs, stereographs and 


other pictorial material suitable for our 
Library come to light. 

Members are also asked to bear the 
Society in mind whenever they notice 
newspaper and magazine articles relating 
to New England’s past or to historic build- 





ings. For example, the John Adams and 
John Quincy Adams birthplaces in Quin- 
cy, Massachusetts, had newspaper public- 
ity during the past year and several such 
items were sent to us. 

The Library continues to be of as- 
sistance to historical and patriotic societies 
by the loan of its collection of lantern 
slides, which has become one of value not 
only for lectures on our Society’s houses 
but other landmarks of historical and ar- 
chitectural interest. Our negative collec- 
tion is also carefully catalogued and or- 
ders for prints are frequently received and 
readily filled. 

As has been stated many times before, 
the Library is carried on without endow- 
ment, and received the past year but a 
very small amount from the general 
funds. What is needed is a sizeable en- 
dowment to provide adequate workers, 
more cabinets and shelving, as well as the 
additional space in which to place them. 
As it is, much material has to be stored 
awaiting the time when such needed 
equipment and space can be provided, al- 
though at all times room is made for the 
most important items as they come in. 

The Library now contains 77,459 
photographs, 26,020 stereographs, 52,- 
492 picture postal cards, 86,858 miscel- 
laneous views, 8,358 volumes, 2,042 
measured drawings, 23,337 negatives, 
2,063 manuscripts, and many thousands 
of miscellaneous items — including lan- 
tern slides, book-plates, broadsides, cir- 
culars, tintypes, valentines, Christmas a nd 
other greeting cards. It will be noticed 
that the pictorial material represented by 
the first four items listed above totals 
272,829 —a truly notable collection. 
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Notes and Gleanings 


AR AND FEATHERS. We hear 

from Salem that a Person there hav- 
ing given Information of a Vessel that 
arrived there with Molasses, the Populace 
were so enraged that they stripped him, 
Then wrapped him in a tarred sheet and 
rolled him in Feathers; having done this 
they carried him about the Streets in a 
cart and then banished him the ‘Town 


for 6 weeks. — Boston. 


ENMANSHIP. Died Mr. Abiah 

Holbrook, Master of the South Writ- 
ing School in Boston. “He was looked on 
by the Best Judges, as the greatest Master 
of the Pen we ever had among us; of 
which he has left most beautiful demon- 
strations.” — Boston Evening Post, Janu- 
ary 30, 1769. 
AINT. 


having 


Dr. Philip Gsodfrid Kast, 
inadvertently imported, in 
Capt. Jacobson, a quantity of Painters 
Colours, contrary to the Agreement of 
Non-Importation, the merchants of this 
‘Town met on the occasion, when the 
Doctor readily delivered up the Same, to 
be stored. — Boston Evening Post, August 
21, 1769. 


HOMAS SIMMONS, from Lon- 

don, acquaints the Public, that he 
has taken the House lately occupied as 
Green & Walkins Store, near the Rev. 
Dr. Cooper’s Meeting, where he proposes 
to keep for Sale, Provisions of all kinds 
cook’d in the best manner. Likewise Ox- 
ford Sausages, ‘Tarts, Jellies, etc. Ameri- 
can brewed Beer, Cyder, Cappalier & 
Mead, amongst his variety of Provisions, 
he proposes to have every day for dinner, 
a Roast Pig. — Boston Gazette, August 14, 
1769. 
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OSTON HARBOR FROZEN, 

Our Harbour is now closed with Ice; 
and loaded carriages pass & re-pass there- 
on to Charlestown. — Boston Evening 
Post, February 13, 1769. 


EMALE INDUSTRY, Woodstock, 

Conn. Aug. 18th. ‘The following re- 
markable Instance of Industry lately 
happened here, and we hope will stimu- 
late others to imitate Actions so truly 
laudable. — The wife of Mr. Stephen 
Rogers milk’d 8 cows in the morning — 
made her took 
care of fourscore Cheeses — made a Num- 


Cheeses—turned and 
ber of Beds — swept her House, consisting 
of three Rooms — spun six skains of wor- 
sted yarn — baked a Batch of Bread — 
Churned a Quantity of Butter — and 
milked 7 Cows in the Evening. — Boston 
Evening Post, October 9, 1 769. 


HIMNEY BACKS, and Jamb 
Plates, Sash weights, Half Hun- 
dred, Quarter, 14 & 7 lb. Weights, fix’d 
and seal’d, Flat Irons and Heaters, Skill- 
ets, Spiders and Basons. A few Round 
Stoves of a new Construction, suitable for 
Shops or Vessels’ cabbins (of the manu- 
facture of this Province). ... To be sold 
by Joseph Webb, at the Iron Ware Store, 
near Oliver’s Dock, N.B. All sorts of 
Cast Iron Work done in the Best Man- 
ner, on short notice. — Boston Gazette, 
January 30, 1769. 


OHN SINGLETON COPLEY. 
J Weare informed by letters from Lon- 
don, that on the 2d of August last John 
Singleton Copley, of this Place, was elect- 
ed a Fellow of the Society of Artists of 
Great Britain. — Boston News-Letter, Oc- 


tober 22, 1767. 
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INES, Joshua Blanchard at his 

Wine Cellar, Dock-Square, near 
the Market, Boston, sells at the very low- 
est Prices, Wine, near and genuine as 
Imported, and for immediate Use, by the 
Pipe, Quarter-cask, Gallon or Quart, or 
in Bottles by the Groce, Dozen or single 
Bottle. Best old Sterling Madeira, New 
York Madeira, Claret, Mountain Ma- 
laga, White Lisbon, Caccavilla, Red and 
White Port of the vintage of 1734. Ter- 
reriff, Sherry, Malmsey, F yal, F ronte- 
niac, Sweet Wine, Brandy, choice old 
Jamaica and Cane Spirits, Kenton’s and 
Fisher’s best old London Porter in Bot- 
tles or Casks, West India and New Eng- 
land Rum by the Hogshead, Barrel or 
Smaller Quantity. ...— Boston Gazette, 
November 14, 1739. 


RIST MILL AND BAKE 

HOUSE. The large new dwelling 
house of the Late Ebenezer Pierpont of 
Roxbury, was advertised to be sold at 
Public Vendue, with three rooms on a 
floor, also ““A Grist Mill, measuring 64 
feet in Length, and 20 feet in Breadth, 
with accommodations for storing Grain, 
and carrying on the Bolting Mill Busi- 
ness, with water sufficient at some Seasons 
of the Year to supply 8 or 10 mills,” also 
“a large and commodious Stone Bake 
House, equal if not superior to any in the 
Province, with two good ovens and a 
Brick Building adjoining it, where the 
bolting business may be carried on. Also 
Store Rooms for Bread.” . . . — Boston 


Gazette, April 16, 17 


/{/O- 


ELL FOUNDERY, 


erected by 


Henry Crane of Stoughton, by the 
assistance of a Bell-Founder lately from 





England, but last from Philadelphia, 
where peals of Bells are cast of any Size 
for churches, Bells for Meeting Houses 
from 100 wt. to 6 or 7 tons, School House 
and Ship Bells of all sizes, Bells for Clocks 
and Chime Bells of any Dimensions. ‘This 
being a new Branch of Business in this 
Province, said Crane hopes he may meet 
with public Encouragement; and he will 
engage to make them as good as any im- 
ported and much cheaper. For further 
particulars, inquire of Messeurs. Scott & 
Gill, in Boston. — Boston Gazette, May 
14,1770. 


ARDENER. To be sold by George 

Spriggs, Gardener to John Han- 
cock, Esq. A large assortment of Eng- 
lish Fruit ‘Trees grafted and innoculated 
of the best and richest kind of Cherry 
‘Trees, Pear ‘Trees, Plumb ‘Trees, Peach 
Trees, Apricots, Nectarines, CQuinces, 
Lime Trees, Apple ‘Trees grafted and un- 
Mulberry ‘Trees 
which will be fit to transplant the next 
year, and medleys, Likewise, several sorts 
of flowering Shrubs, Bulbus Roots and 
Bushes, asparagus Roots of one and two 
years growth, which will be sold at a rea- 


grafted, and sundry 


sonable price, and sundry other sorts not 
mentioned here. — Boston Gazette, Febru- 
ary 26,1770 (sup.). 


READ. James Rouse, Baker, in 

Temple Street, New Boston, in- 
forms his customers and others, that he 
bakes and sells the following sorts of 
Bread, viz. Loaf Bread, Brown Biscuit, 
Butter Biscuit, and Crackers by the Keg; 
the best sort of Whited Biscuit, white Bis- 
cuit and Gingerbread.— Boston Gazette, 
April 9, 1770. 
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Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 








J. Robert Boomer 


Pau. H. NEwTu — ASsoOcIATE 


Appraisals and Inventories 


Compiled for inheritance 
taxes, probate requirements, 
insurance, city taxes, dis- 
tribution, sale, or any pur- 
pose for which such service 
is needed. 


97A NEWBURY STREET 
BOSTON 


TEL. KEN. 1428 


WE BUY & SELL 
RARE AMERICANA 


LD PRINTS and Paintings of American 

Towns, Ships, and Character. § American 
Maps. 4 Books relating to the Discovery, Explora- 
tion, and Growth of America. § American Gene- 
alogy and Local History. § Books on the Arts and 
Crafts, including Reference Works for Collectors. 
4 First Editions of American and English Authors. 


GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 


18 Beacon Street, Boston 








COOLEY’S Inc. 


Established 1860 
REPAIRING - RESTORING 


REPRODUCTIONS 
CHINA - GLASS - SILVER 
GIFTS 


34 Newbury Street 


Magnolia Boston 




















Wanted! 


2,000 Antiquarians 


to visit 


ROCKPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 


Pre-Revolutionary Houses 


Quaint Shops on Bearskin Neck 


Art Galleries open to the public 


16 trains a day, each way 


ROCKPORT BOARD OF TRADE 
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'* foot of Beacon Hill 
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PLEASE 


Read these advertising pages as well 
as the rest of the magazine, and 
when patronizing the advertisers be 
sure to mention O_p-TIME NEw 
ENGLAND. 

It shows those who have co- 
operated with us that their adver- 
tising is effective and encourages 
them to continue, thereby financial- 
ly helping your Society. 


THANK YOU 

















OLD PAINTINGS and PRINTS 
FAMILY PORTRAITS 


Restored—Cleaned—Framed 


Appraisals for Insurance and Inheritance 


CHARLES D. CHILDS 


Please Notice Change of Address— we are now at 
169 Newbury Street Boston 16, Mass. 


Our telephone remains the same, COMmonwealth 1108 








SPECIAL NOTICE 


“BLEAKHOUSE, about 1770, at Peterborough, New Hampshire, open as a 
Guest House, is a delightful haven at any season of the year. Pleasant atmos- 
phere, comfortable rooms, and delicious home cooking. Fine view of Mount 
Monadnock. Guests by the week, month or season. Under the competent 
management of Mrs. Walter S. Bingham. Telephone Peterborough, New 
Hampshire, 426. 


Tue Swetr-Ivs.tey House, before 1670, 4 High Road, Newbury, Mass- 
achusetts, at the Newburyport line. Its huge fireplace adds to the charm of the 
interesting interior and makes an attractive setting for the tea room under the 
capable management of Miss Lilian J. Franklin. ‘Telephone, Newburyport 


1540. 
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Boston, Circa 1800. 
( Finial not original. ) 


$577.50 


Offered subject to prion sale 
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Banjo clock by Aaron Willard, 
Boston, Circa 1800. 

( Finial not original. ) 

$577.50 
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ESTABLISHED 1800 
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Dresser in the Kitchen of the Parson Capen House, Topsfield, Mass. 


EVERY DAY LIFE IN THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY 


BY GEORGE FRANCIS DOW 


HIS volume describes the life of the settlers in the early days so far as it is possible 

to reconstruct at this time from scraps of information culled from early narratives, 
town and court records, documentary evidence, etc., etc. It tells of the voyage to Massa- 
chusetts, their early shelters and later dwellings, the household furnishings, their ap- 
parel, manners and customs, sports and pastimes, trades and manufactures, crimes and 
punishments, herb tea and the doctor. 105 unusual illustrations. 


REGULAR EDITION 

8vo (634 x 10 inches), 305 pages, printed with 12 point Caslon type, go plates (105 
illustrations), bound in half linen with marbled paper sides, map end papers. 

Price $5.00 postpaid. 

SPECIAL EDITION 
8vo (7 x 10 inches), printed on Bruce Rogers 100 per cent rag paper, and bound in 
English linen with French stencilled paper sides, in a slip case. Frontispiece in photo- 
gravure and go plates. Edition limited to 100 copies of which gs are offered for sale. 
Price $10.00 postpaid. 


THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


HarRrRIsON Gray Oris House, 141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 

















